St. Peter & St. Mary’s Youth Ministry

CRE Calendar
2009-2010

All classes meet from 6:15pm to 7:45pm on Monday evenings at Saint

Peter’s Campus unless otherwise indicated. Dates listed below are required

meeting dates. Please see handbook for information regarding absences,
make-up work etc. Middle school refers to 7%/8™ grade; high school refers to
9™/10™ grade. 11™ grade meets at a completely separate time.

September 14, 2009
September 21, 2009
September 28, 2009
October 5, 2009
October 12, 2009
October 19, 2009
October 26, 2009
November 2, 2009
November 9, 2009
November 16, 2009
November 23, 2009
November 30, 2009
December 7, 2009
December 14, 2009
December 21, 2009
December 28, 2009
January 4, 2010
January 11, 2010

January 18, 2010

January 25, 2010
February 1, 2010
February 8, 2010
February 15, 2010
February 22, 2010
March 1, 2010
March 8, 2010
March 15, 2010
March 22, 2010
March 29, 2010
April 5, 2010
April 12, 2010
April 19, 2010

Parent meeting/open house

Middle school CRE

High school CRE

Middle school CRE

High school CRE

Middle school CRE

High school CRE

Middle school CRE—7th grade L.I.F.E. session
High school CRE

Middle school CRE

NO CRE

High school CRE

Middle school CRE

High school CRE

Middle school CRE

NO CRE

High school CRE

*Family faith sessions—pick one to attend
(see page 10)

*Family faith sessions—pick one to attend
(see page 10)

NO CRE

Middle school CRE

High school CRE—O9th grade L.I.F.E. session
Middle school CRE

High school CRE

Middle school CRE

High school CRE

Middle school CRE

High school CRE

Middle school CRE

NO CRE

High school CRE

Middle school CRE
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The Mission of Youth Ministry is to educate our
youny people as Catholic Christians spiritually,
socially and in service to others.

Director of Youth Ministry: Maureen Rotramel
Assistant: Linda Guokas
Address: 1802 N Wisconsin
Port Washington, WI 53074
Phone: 262-284-2102 ext. 15
E-mail: portyouth@catholic.org
Web site: www.portyouth.org

Retreat dates 2009-10
All students are expected to attend at least one retreat during middle
school (7" and 8" grade) and high school (9" and 10" grade). This is
in addition to the Confirmation retreat requirement in 11" grade. (By
the end of the fifth year in Youth Ministry, each student would have
attended at least three “retreats”).

Dates listed below are scheduled dates, which fulfill the retreat re-
quirements. More dates may be added during the year. Check for
mailings, in the bulletin and/or the website (www.portyouth.org).
Flyers/registration forms for the retreats listed below are in the fold-
ers that were distributed at the parent meeting. They will also be
available on the web site and on the table outside of the Youth Min-
istry office.

October 3, 2009 St. John Bosco Youth Day at Holy Hill high
school retreat

October 23 2009 Get Locked Into Leadership retreat for middle
school (We are also looking for high school peer leaders for this
retreat. Peer leaders should arrive an hour earlier than middle school
participants)

January 9, 2010 Friendship Factor middle school retreat
January 27,2010  NET Middle school retreat at Holy Cross

February 17,2010 NET High school retreat at Our Lady of the
Lakes

February 21, 2010 High school retreat with Fr. Norm (tentative)

April 16-17,2010  Praying All Ways high school retreat at Christ
Pond

Students attending the Men of Christ or Women of Christ
Conferences with a parent may apply that experience towards their
retreat requirement after writing a short reflection. Please contact the
Youth Ministry office for details.
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Growing the Cluster Intergenerational/Family Faith Sessions
This year we are offering special formation opportunities to all members
of our three parish cluster, regardless of age or family status, through
our Growing the Cluster Faith Sessions. Child, Youth, and Adult &
Family Ministries along with Port Catholic are collaborating to present
"Growing the Cluster." This will be an exciting opportunity to grow to-
gether as the Catholic faith communities of the Port Washington and
Saukville areas. During the session, we will have a chance to pray,
learn, and have fun together as we examine our theme for the year “I am
the Vine, you are the Branches” from John’s Gospel. The same session
will be offered six times at various times and locations to accommodate
everyone’s busy schedule! We will even be offering some light snacks!

Youth Ministry Families and CRE students are required to attend ONE
of these sessions instead of CRE those weeks:

e Sunday, January 10 — Noon at St. Mary’s

e Sunday, January 10 — 5:00pm at St. Mary’s

e Monday, January 11 — 6:00pm at St. Peter’s

e Tuesday, January 12 — 6:00pm at St. Peter’s

e Sunday, January 17 — 9:30am at Immaculate Conception
e Sunday, January 17 -1:30pm at Immaculate Conception

In your information folders is a short registration form letting us know
when you plan to attend with your family. Please return it to the Youth
Ministry Office by January 2, 2010 so we can plan accordingly. You

may also register on-line at www.portyouth.org by clicking on “CRE”.

Student Human Concerns Club

This year, we are excited to offer an opportunity for our young people to
get involved in a special way with social justice and human concerns
along side the Parish Human Concerns Committee. Through this club,
members will help the Parish committee in planning events as well as
implementation of events already planned while learning about the
importance of reaching out to those suffering injustice in our community
and the world. Meetings will take place at the end of CRE. For more
information, see the flyer or contact the Youth Ministry office.
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Goals of Youth Ministry:
As stated in Renewing the Vision: A Framework for Catholic Youth
Ministry (USCCB, 1997) the goals of Youth Ministry are: “ 1. To
empower young people to live as disciples of Jesus Christ in our
world today. 2. To draw young people to responsible participation in
the life, mission, and work of the Catholic faith community. 3. To
foster the total personal and spiritual growth of each young person.”
Along with those goals, Youth Ministry strives to:
¢ Empower parents as the primary religious educators of their
children to be more involved in the Youth Ministry program
directly and indirectly. With this, we will also define what
being involved means, time commitments etc.
¢ To inspire a life long desire in our young people to continue
in their faith formation
¢ To engage students in the Scriptures — learn how to read the
Bible, look up passages...
¢ To incorporate service directly into the program
¢ Make young people feel more welcome in the Parish com-
munity
¢ That every young person wants to come to CRE and wants
to be Confirmed

Catholic Religious Education (CRE)

The religious education program for seventh through tenth graders
is designed to build upon the instruction these students learned in
previous religious education programs and prepare students as they
continue their journey towards adulthood and the Sacrament of Con-
firmation in the eleventh grade. As the Christian Formation Com-
mittee Policy states:

Youth Ministry religious education is for Grades 7 through 10.
These sessions lay the foundation for the Sacrament prepara-
tion program in 11™ Grade. Therefore, it is essential that all
four years be completed in accordance with Archdiocesan
Policy. Students will be admitted to the Confirmation
Preparation Program ONLY after satisfactory completion of
religious education in Grades 7 through 10. The Youth
Ministry Program also offers youth activities for all grades.
Youth are highly encouraged to be involved fully in the
planning and participation of activities which are offered for
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their spiritual, educational and social development.

The Sacrament Preparation Program for Confirmation is a Youth
Ministry Program distinct from Religious Education in its regis-
tration and fees. It is a capstone course to the

Religious Education Program designed to highlight the

spiritual nature of sacramental preparation and to give
candidates experiences to help orient them into full initiation in
the Catholic Church. It consists of several sessions and a retreat; it
involves sponsor participation and Christian

service.

This policy is in place to ensure that every child in the Parish receives a
solid foundation in the instruction of the faith before they are asked to
decide to continue on their adult faith journey through Confirmation.

The program has been designed to recognize that many of the students
have come from different religious education backgrounds. The students
also have different questions about their faith life and different interests.
Keeping this in mind, we also aim to reinforce the four pillars of our
faith in keeping with the Catechism of the Catholic Church: Christian
prayer, morality, liturgy and sacraments and the creed.

Seventh grade students will be using texts from St. Mary’s Press’
Discovering series. Each student in seventh grade will also be given a
Catholic Youth Bible for use in class, at home and in the future. The first
half of the year, the seventh graders will study “Exploring the Bible”
followed by “Meeting Jesus” in the second half of the year.

Eighth grade will be using the Catholic Connections Handbook, also
from St. Mary’s Press. Within that book, they will be studying the units
on “God, Revelation and Faith” as well as “The Holy Spirit and the
Church”. Each eighth grade student will receive the text at the first class
which they are to return to their catechist at the last class. (Families in-
terested in keeping the textbook should contact the Youth Ministry
Office.)

Ninth and tenth grade will all be using the same text, The Catholic Faith
Handbook from St. Mary’s Press. Each grade will concentrate on a dif-
ferent pillar of our faith: Ninth grade will study “Christian Morality”
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Learning About L.I.F.E. program

In order to fulfill the mandate found in protecting God’s Children,
our parishes are offering a wonderful series of age-appropriate
family sessions called “Learning about L.I.F.E.” The acronym
L.ILF.E. stands for Love, Infatuation, Friendship, and Exploitation.
This series presents God’s definition of what Real Love looks like.
While in the context of learning positive relationships, the negative
relationship of exploitation, including abuse, is also covered. In
each session, a facilitator will help you as parents discuss, with
your own children, relationships that are loving and friendly com-
pared to relationships that are harmful. With your guidance, your
children will consider ways people relate to each other, will de-
velop skills to better recognize and understand their feelings, and
will learn how to ask for help if ever they feel unsafe.

Each session is scheduled for children of a specific age group with
their parents. It is obligatory that one or both parents (or, if nec-
essary, another loving adult) attend this session with one child at a
time. The session is meant to be an intimate time between you and
this child, so please do not bring other children.

Please mark your calendar for the following dates that pertain to
you and your children. The location for all Youth Ministry
sessions will be at St. Peter of Alcantara in the Parish Center

(cafeteria).
Grade 7 Monday, November 2, 2009 6:15-7:45pm
Grade 9 Monday, February 8, 2010  6:15-7:45pm

As members of this faith community, we hope to partner with par-
ents in helping our children develop positive, loving relationships,
while giving them information they might need to help recognize
abusive relationships in order to assist in their own self-protection.
Together we can work toward minimizing the risk of all child
abuse, especially child sexual abuse.

Please call if you have any questions or concerns regarding this
program or its content. Information can also be found at:
www.learningaboutlife.org.



Youth Ministry Advisory Committee

The Youth Ministry Advisory Committee is a sub-committee of Chris-
tian Formation. The committee meets twice a semester unless more
meetings are necessary. The committee is made up of parents and in-
terested parishioners. The committee serves to advise the Director on
policies, curriculum, activities and what ever else they deem neces-
sary. Anyone interested in attending the meetings is welcome. Look
for the meeting times in the bulletin, newsletter and web site.

Inclement Weather

In case of bad weather, please check the web site at
www.portyouth.org. From the home page, click on calendar and that
will alert you to any class cancellations/changes. You may also tune in
to local TV and radio stations for class cancellations. Every effort will
also be made by the Youth Ministry office and the catechists to con-
tact the families by phone and/or e-mail if class will be

cancelled.

Safeguarding All of God’s Family

As per the Charter for the Protection of Children and Youth from the
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops and guidelines from the
Archdiocese of Milwaukee, we are participating in the Safeguarding
All of God’s Children program. This program contains several compo-
nents that pertain to Religious Education programs. All personnel and
volunteers who work with children and youth, including catechists, are
subject to criminal background checks and required to attend an abuse
awareness training session. In addition, schools and religious educa-
tion programs are called on to provide age-appropriate abuse preven-
tion education in all classrooms to teach children to recognize, resist
and report abuse. It is expected that in each classroom, every year,
there will be at least one presentation documented to assist children in
acquiring and enhancing skills to prevent abuse. (see below)

Finally, catechists and other volunteers are considered Mandatory Re-
porters per the Archdiocese. This means that they are to exercise re-
porting responsibilities for any suspected physical or sexual abuse of
minors. For more informationonSaf eguar di ng Al I
contact the Director or check the Archdiocesan web site at
www.archmil.org.

and Tenth grade will study “Liturgy and the Sacraments” and Church
History.

Each ninth and tenth grader will receive a copy of the Catholic Faith
Handbook to use during the year. They are to take it home and return
it each time they meet (as in the past). At the end of the year, the
sophomores may keep their copy.

Retreats

Retreats are an important part of any persons faith life, but especially
during one’s teenage years as students face more and more pressures
from school, work and extracurricular activities. A retreat is an oppor-
tunity to get away, pray, reflect, and grow closer in your relationship
with Jesus.

Retreats/days/evenings of reflection requirement: Middle school (7 &
8) and high school (9 & 10) each have the requirement to attend at
least one retreat/reflection during the two-year period. These will be
offered

several times during the year — students need only to attend one in the
two year cycle. Students will also have the option of attending Archdi-
ocesan and district events to fulfill this requirement. The scheduled
dates at the beginning of the school year are listed in the handbook on
the second to last page. Other opportunities may arise during the year.
The Youth Ministry office will inform families as these opportunities
come up. Please check the bulletin and web site for updates.

Participation in the Mission Trip, the National Catholic Youth
Conference or other such events will also count toward this require-
ment.

Attendance

Attendance at all CRE sessions is mandatory. We recognize that
young people have a lot of time pressures, but we also feel that their
Religious Education should be a top priority for their time. If a student
will not be able to attend, a parent should notify the Youth Ministry
Office at least one hour before the start of class to count as an excused
absence. Even though an absence is marked as excused, make-up work
will still need to be completed. Two or more classes not made up
count as an incomplete and the student will have to repeat the grade.
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Tardiness/Early Release

Class begins promptly at 6:15. A warning bell will ring at 6:10 at which
time students are to head for their classroom and be ready for class by
the final bell at 6:15. If a student is to be more than 15 minutes late for a
class, they are to have a note from a parent, or else they will be sent to
the Youth Ministry office until a parent is reached.

If a student needs to be leave class early for any reason, a note from a
parent needs to be brought into the Youth Ministry office before the
start of class. If a parent or someone designated by the parent is to pick
the student up, that person needs to check into the Youth Ministry office
to meet the student. If the student has a drivers license and is to drive
him or herself, that must be indicated in the note and the student is to
check into the Youth Ministry office before leaving the building

In case of emergency, parents should call the Youth Ministry office.

Student Behavior

In order for CRE to be an enriching experience for all of those

involved, it is important for students to be respectful of the catechists,
the other students and the space. While the majority of students adhere
to that, the Youth Ministry Advisory Committee has implemented a be-
havior policy for those few who do become disruptive and/or disrespect-
ful in any manner.

The policy is as follows:

On the first offense the student will be sent to the Youth Ministry office
and their parents will be called. On the second offense, the parents will
again be called, but this time to pick up their child. On the third offense,
the student will need to be home schooled for the rest of the year.

Certain behaviors will mean immediate removal of the student from the
program. These behaviors include but are not limited to:

o Physical or verbal abuse of the catechist or other students

e Possession or use of alcohol and/or drugs.

e Vandalism

It is equally important in a program of this type that the students partici-
pate in the sessions. They have been designed to foster discussion and
questions. Students who consistently do not participate may be asked to
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meet with the Youth Minister along with the students’ parents.

Cell Phone Use During CRE

The use of cell phones to make or receive phone calls and/or text
messages is strictly forbidden during CRE sessions. Students who
bring a cell phone to CRE must keep it in his/her pocket, purse or
backpack. If there is a family emergency, the Youth Ministry office
should be contacted. If a student is found to be using a cell phone
during a CRE session, the phone will be confiscated and parents will
be notified as stated in the previous policy.

Parent Involvement

We recognize that it is the parent who is the primary religious educa-
tor of their child(ren). We strive to support parents in any way we can
in this endeavor. The best way to educate your children is by exam-
ple; by attending Liturgy on Sundays and Holy Days of obligation; by
adhering to Church teachings and by modeling Christian values in
your everyday lives.

We also need parent and parish volunteers in order to make this pro-
gram a success. We are always in need of catechists, substitute cate-
chists, room parents, and hall monitors. Catechists need not have ex-
perience, just a willingness to pass on their faith. They may be par-
ents, grandparents, siblings, interested parishioners, anyone who
wants to share their faith. We will train catechists. Catechists also re-
ceive a stipend based on their background and experience. Substitute
catechists will receive a break on their fees or a stipend for their time.

We also periodically need parent/parish volunteers to help out on re-
treats, chaperone youth ministry activities and other events as they
arise. For more information or to volunteer, contact the Youth Minis-
try Office or check the web site.

Communication

Communication between the Youth Ministry office, parents and stu-
dents is very important. We will periodically send out newsletters of
what is happening, we will post information in the bulletin as well as
send out mailings and e-mails to families. Also, check the Youth
Ministry website www.portyouth.org.often for updates, registrations
and other information.



